
COMPREHENSION 

 

Read the whole text carefully before answering the following questions. 

 

1. Where does the scene take place? (country, precise location) Can you guess the name of the 

place? (15-20 words) 

 The scene takes place on Ellis Island, New York, USA, where all immigrants entered the 

country until the '50s. (19 words) 

 

2. Sum up the situation in the passage from line 1 to line 55 (" ..my first American sunshine"). (10- 

15 words). 

 An Irish immigrant is being questioned by an American Immigration officer. (11 words) 

 

3. "The note was gone before I saw it missing" (l. 2-3) implies: (Copy the correct answer) 

 c) the officer was corrupt and had taken the money. 

 

4. Focus on the questioning (from l. 4: "Then came the catechism.." down to l. 39: ".. .sir"?). 

 a) Quote two sentences that show the narrator already knew what he was going to be asked. 

1- Then came the catechism, the questions l couldn't get wrong. (l. 4) 

2- It wasn't one of the questions. (l. 14) 

 

 b) Quote two questions that were not expected. 

2 questions parmi : 

1- -Where are you travelling from, sir? he asked me. (l. 13) 

2- -you are a born Englishman, sir? (l. 17) 

3- And where is Missis Drake, sir? (l. 23) 

4- So you're travelling alone, sir, is that right? (l. 25) 

 

 c) "He read my latest name" (l. 18): what does "latest" imply? (Copy the correct answer) 

  c1) the narrator was travelling under a false identity. 

 

 d) (ll. 27-37) What does the officer want to make sure of? (15-20 words) 

 The officer wants to make sure the narrator will provide for himself and won't be a burden for 

the USA. (20 words) 

 

 e) Why is the narrator asked to read? (10-15 words) 

 He's asked to read to check he's reached an acceptable level of literacy. (13 words) 

 

5. What does the narrator say about himself in the first part of the text (ll. 1-37) (name, country, 

city of origin, reason for coming)? (30 words) 



 The narrator claims he's called Henry Drake, that he's a salesman. He says he was born in 

Britain and he comes from London. He came in the USA for business reasons. (31 words) 

 

6. What does the sentence "She's in my dreams" (l. 23) seem to imply? Copy the correct answer. 

 c) He is not married. 

 

7. How does the narrator feel while reading? What do we learn about his real family? (20-30 

words) 

 As he starts reading, the narrator feels nostalgic about his school days and the people he left 

behind : his brother Victor, his wife and his daughter. (27 words) 

 

8.  a) Pick out one sentence showing the narrator believes in the American Dream. 

 America was everything possible (l. 51) 

 

 b) Show that the narrator's answers make him a perfect immigrant. (30 words) 

 The narrator already has a job, can provide for himself and is willing to work hard. He speaks 

and reads perfect English and has no family to weigh him down. (30 words) 

 

9. What does "Slán leat" (l. 53) reveal? (20 words) 

 It reveals that the officer immediately identified the narrator as an Irishman and not as the 

Briton he claimed he was. (21 words) 

 

10. Rephrase "Speakee American, bub?" (l. 53) in standard English. 

 "Do you speak English/American, mister"         (pour info., "bub" serait la contraction de "brother") 

 

11. TRUE or FALSE? Justify your answer with one quotation from the text. 

 The man the narrator meets takes advantage of newcomers. 

 True. "He was there to hijack the new Americans" (l. 60) 

 

Seuls les candidats de la série L répondront aux questions 12. 13 et 14. 

Read the whole text again. 

 

12. In your own words explain in what way the three characters are dishonest. Include elements 

from the text in your answer. (50-60 words) 

 The Immigration officer is dishonest because he accepts the narrator's bribe ("The note was 

gone before l saw it missing" ll. 2-3) and allows him in even though he's aware "Mr. Drake" is lying 

about his origins. The narrator gives a false identity and false pieces of information about himself 

("You are an unmarried man" l. 25 ; "my teacher and wife" l. 43) and the last character apparently 

rackets newcomers to the USA ("He was there to hijack the new Americans" l. 60) by pretending to 

be someone he's not ("the movie suit, the hat, the hidden accent" l. 63) (56 words quotations not 

included) 



13. Explain in your own words: "I was a clean sheet". (15-20 words) 

 The narrator has disposed of the last trace of his identity, of his past and is ready to start 

over. (20 words) 

 

14. Traduction: Translate into French from line 62 down to line 64: "He must have been good, this 

lad, to be allowed on the island, right under the portico. l studied him closely, the movie suit, the 

hat, the hidden accent. l handed him my cardboard suitcase. It was empty." 

 

 Il devait être vachement bon, ce type, pour être autorisé sur l'île, pile sous le portique. Je 

l'étudiais attentivement : le costard tout droit venu d'un film, le chapeau, l'accent camouflé. Je lui 

tendis ma valise en carton. Elle était vide. 

 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

 

Les candidats de la série S choisiront de traiter l'UN des deux sujets au choix (200 mots). 

Les candidats de la série L devront obligatoirement traiter les DEUX sujets (300 mots au total, soit 

environ 150 mots pour chaque sujet). 

 

Sujet 1. Imagine what happened to the narrator before the beginning of the text. You may choose 

to include dialogues. 

 

Sujet 2. Is it possible to start a new life all over again? Can you really live without your past? Give 

examples. 


