
Proposition de corrigé 

 

 

 

I -COMPREHENSION 

1. When and where does the party take place? (country and precise location) 

 The scene takes place in Great-Britain, in a restaurant. 

 

2. Make a list of the characters present in the room. Give their names when possible. 

 There are 5 people in the room : Paul (Trotter) and Malvina, Doug Anderton, Professor 

John Copland and his wife. 

 

3.  a) Who is the observer? Justify with a quotation. 

 The observer is Doug Anderton. 

 "The only person who saw Paul and Malvina leaving the party together was Doug 

Anderton" (l. 1-2) 

 

 b) What's his job? Justify with a quotation. 

 The observer is a journalist. 

 "composing in his head the first few sentences of an article for Sunday's paper" (l. 2-3) 

 

4.  a) Which couple attracts everyone's attention? 

 Paul and Malvina attracts everyone's attention. 

 

 b) What makes their arrival so spectacular? (20-30 words) 

 Their arrival was spectacular because they were being waited for by a group of 

journalists, and they got to the restaurant in a stretch white limo. 

 

 c) Quote one sentence showing how they became celebrities. 

 "This couple (...) had last year been two of the contestants on Britain's most popular 

primetime reality TV show. (l. 7-9) 

 

5.  a) Quote the three reasons why the media are interested in them. 

 1- they were young and good-looking, 

 2- and they dressed well, 

 3- and they had been on television 



 b) Find five qualities they don't have. 

 1- Neither of them had talent, 

 2- or wisdom, 

 3- or education, 

 4- or even much personality to speak of 

 5- they had no wit 

 c) Why is it hard for the journalists to work with the couple? 

 Use your own words. (20-30 words) 

 

 Paul and Malvina are so dumb/thick and devoid of personality that it's difficult for 

journalists to interview them properly. They only have their good looks to offer to the press. 

 

6.  a) Say in your own words what makes John Copland a "distinguished professor". (l. 25) 

 (10-20 words) 

 John Copland is a distinguished professor because he's at the forefront of genetics, a 

likely winner of the Nobel Prize. 

 

 b) Describe the attitude of the media present in the room towards him. 

 (15-20 words + two quotations) 

 The journalists are not aware of his presence and even if they had been so, they wouldn't 

give a damn! 

 1- "no one was taking his photograph, or asking him to say anything" (l. 19) 

 2- "He could have been a cab driver" (l. 19-20) 

 

7. Explain in your own words why the situation illustrates the "weightlessness" of "cultural life". 

(l. 22) (20-30 words) 

 Journalists and audiences are more interested in something futile and shallow, like two 

Reality TV celebrities with nothing to say than in a scientist whose research might change 

everyone's life. 

 

8. Pick out two adjectives from the text showing that Doug disapproves of the situation. 

1- obscene (l. 22)  2- grotesque (l. 22) 

 

 

 

 



Seuls les candidats de la Série L traiteront cette Question. 

 

9. Translate from "He was standing..." (l. 2) to "...journalists and photographers." (l. 7) 

 

 Il se tenait là, appuyé au mur, tout seul, et il rédigeait mentalement les 2-3 premières 

phrases d'un article pour le journal de dimanche prochain. 

 Il n'avait pas cherché Paul, alors qu'il savait qu'il était probablement dans la pièce. Au 

lieu de ça, il ne pouvait s'empêcher de regarder une scène qui se déroulait dans le coin du 

restaurant le plus proche de l'entrée, où le jeune couple qui était arrivé juste derrière Paul, dans 

une longue limousine blanche, était le sujet, ravi, de toutes les attentions d'une foule de 

journalistes et de photographes. 


